* 
* 
x 


. | EoMyant's SR OPOLY, $7, 0 


| . : N . * 44 
N = , => * - . o 


- 
| C2 
9 an : | 
- , 110 iS , 
© : 
| * | f 
* 
| | 15 * 
* 7 * <4 CL 
— oY * „ * * 1 s * 
| | | 
| 285 | | 
þ ©J . 2 N ö 
A. 4 
| 48 » ur E 1 N 
* 
4 * 
: * 6 a E 
* : | 
; i | 
. - — * 
| ; 
4 - : | 
X g -- 
| * 
2 
Wn. . . _ * 1 
˖ MO „ 
= i a 
7 2 
LA 
* : . . - 5 
- WI. ; . & 
| : = „ Cv #*0, 0 
N — e A * * — 
f - * * L | 
= ; | 
* 
{ . F * . * 1 oo * 
— * . N ; ; 
= * po ud I 
2 Wars 2 ; - 
t bg - * 4 : | a : | 
. 
2 1 1 
* ; 
» 
F * 
* 


ESE a LONDON {1 


wo, e 


* 
r 
— « 
ko 
- 
El 
* 


e rin It Goecxant © 
Js ö 4 C 4 Cl g * 
4 4 * 3 | 
* 3 ' : x k * a, 


p 
* 
>. 
- 
£ 
* + 
* 
i 
4 * 
1 
85x 
* 9 * «d 4 
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W E are now met to diſcuſs tlie moſt 
important points, and ought to pauſe 
long upon them. What momentous, what 
inconceivable revolutions have lately been ef- 
feed within a ſhort period! America is now 
a ſeparate empire, and the effects of her in- 
dependance are only now beginning to influ- 
ence our commerce and carrying trade. Aſia 
is our great object, and we ſhould be cautious 
how we manage our extenſive poſſeſſions 
there as Sovereigns. Let us riſe ſuperior to 
the narrow views of merchants, and adopt 
an enlarged policy. Hitherto the obſerva- 
tion of Adam Smith has been too much veri- 
fied, where he ſays, that“ a company of 
* merchants is, it ſeems, incapable of con- 
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ſidering themſelves as Sovereigns, even 


* after they have became ſuch ; trade, or 


buying in order to ſell again, they ſtill con- 
ſider as the principal buſineſs, and, by a 
ſtrange abſurdity, regard the character of 
the Sovereign as but an appendix to that 
of the "merchant, as ſomething which 
ought to be made ſubſervient to it, or by 
means of which they may be enabled to 
ſell cheaper in India, and thereby to ſell 
with a better profit in Europe; they en- 
deavour for this purpoſe to keep out as 
much as poſſible all competitors from the 
market of the countries which are ſubject 
to their government, and conſequently to 
reduce, at leaſt, ſome part of the ſurplus 
produce of thoſe countries to what is bare- 


ly ſufficient for ſupplying their own de- 


mand, or to what they can expect to ſell 


in Europe, with ſuch a profit as they may 
think reaſonable; their mercantile habits 
draw them in this manner almoſt neceſſa- 
rily, though perhaps inſenſibly, to prefer 
upon all ordinary occaſions the tie and 
tranſitory profit of the monopoliſt to the 
great and permanent revenue of the Sove— 
reign.“ | 


Have 


($3 
Have we not made ourſelves obnoxious to 
the above remark, even in our anſwers to 
Mr. Dundas, wherein we object in the cha- 
rater of monopoliſts to the permiſſion for 


individuals to import, as it would reduce 


the price of our inveſtments, and therefore 
perferred granting Bills upon Leadenhall- 
ftreet. When attacked by propoſitions for 
monopoly, we aſſume the character of Sove- 
reigns, and obſerve upon the immodeſt and 
ungenerous requeſt of the cotton manufactu- 
rers, to exclude the muſlins, &c. of our ſub- 
jets in India from uſe in Great Britain; 
« that it is an expedient which the legiſlature 
&« of this country never can adopt from motives 
4 of humanity and juſtice.” Would not the 
commerical ſervants complain of inability to 
ſupply inveſtments ? Would not the collector 
_ repreſent that the ſpecie does not come to his 
diſtrict as heretofore for cloths, and that he 
cannot realize his revenue? would not the 
weavers famiſhing cry aloud for ſupport ? 
would not the landholder exclaim ? would not 
all Aſia execrate the deed ? 


Providence has beſtowed upon us an ex- 
tenſive territory, under a benign climate, with 
great fertility, with variety of productions, 
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and millions of inhabitants. When we firſt 
acquired theſe invaluable poſſeſſions, we found 
the throne of Delhi tottering to its founda- 
tion, and the nobles divided amongſt them- 
ſelves: our unanimity and diſcipline ſoon 
triumphed over their diſcord and confuſion ; 
thouſands and tens of thouſands fled before 
our hundreds. After this they annually farmed 
from us the deſtructive privilege of preying 
upon each other. The manufactures of In- 
dia which before went to Europe in exchange 
for goods and ſpecie, were now tranſmitted to 
Europe as a tribute : nay, the Dutch, Danes, 
and French, provided inveſtments, with the 
fortunes of the company's civil and military 


| fervants, The conſequences of theſe mea- 


ſures were ſoon ſeen in Aſia, in the decline of 
agriculture and manufactures, but Great Bri- 
tain was greatly ſupported during the war, by 
this influx of real wealth, by the tribute of the 
Uuited Eaſt Company, and by the fortunes of 
individuals through foreign companies; C. 
being equal gain to the nation. The govern- 
ment, however, noticed, upon this occaſion, 
one obvious evil, namely, that the foreign com- 
panies did not ſend ſpecie to Aſia, and became 
the carriers of the companies ſervants, to the 
increaſe of their ſhipping, and to their advan- 

8 tage, 


(57) 


ige! whilſt they did not 'purchaſe ſo much 
or ſo dear in Leadenhall-ftreet. To prevent 
this, the company was compelled to open a 
channel of remittance by granting bills from 
India on England, and a law was enacted to 
make the trade illegal. What has been the 
effe& of theſe regulations ? A great influx of 
paper, without a proportional increaſe of in- 
veſtments ; foreigners for a time were em- 
barraſſed, but they are ſending ſpecie and 
goods to buy the commodities of the Eaſt. 
Spaniards, Americans, and Britiſh illicit trad- 
ers (as they are termed) now reſort to the 
Eaſt, in addition to the eſtabliſhed foreign 
companies; already their exports exceed thoſe 
of the United Eaſt Company, and they will 
annually increaſe. We behold only the point 
of the wedge, which is now forcing itſelf to 
ſerious attention: ſome recommend coercive 
laws to prevent Britiſh merchants in India 
from acting for foreigners. © Let us examine 
what will be the probable conſequence. The 
Britiſh American and native merchants will 
take up their reſidence in foreign factories: 
Calcutta will only be the depot of the com- 
panies merchandize, whilſt Serampore, Chan- 


dernagore, and Chinſura, will be full of goods, 


and 
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.and crowded with ſeamen, agents, merchants, 
&c. Conſider how this will increaſe the 
foreign companies, towns, and fiſcal revenues, 
and what a dangerous naval force it will give 
to them. I hear every one arguing as if 


| "even; muſt ſend ſpecie or goods to pur- 


chaſe, ſince the companies ſervants no longer 


have great fortunes to remit; but we do not 


perceive, that as the fortunes of the ſervants 
have diminiſhed in the. proportion of one, 
thoſe of the natives have increaſed in the pro- 
portion of four. The native merchants have 


goods of all kinds ready at Calcutta, and if 


they cannot vend them to European mer- 


chants, they will ſoon ſhip them to be ſold 
in Europe, on their account, and rely 
upon European agents to remit back the 
amount of the fales. The company ought 
to allow private ſhips to go under their paſſ- 
port, to become the carriers of Aſia's ſuper- 
abundance, the owners of thoſe ſhips binding 
themſelves under a penalty to bring back the 
produce of Aſia to ſome port of Great Britain 
or Ireland. If the company are deſirous of 


enjoying the carrying trade, let them obtain 


it by ſuperior terms, but not by monopoly; 
for I muſt agree in un with the Glaſgow 
| mer- 


E 
merchants, « that the plan propoſed of i indroi 
% duals or private companies exporting « and 1 in- 
porting merchandize in the companies ſhips, 

cc aol] be entirely nugatory. For à trade 450 
« ſhackled by means of . ſhips, fattors, warg= 
C6 | houſes, Sc. at home and abroad belonging to 
« tbe company : whoſe intereſt. may not perbaps 
e always be in conſonance with thoſe of private 
« adventurers, would be a ſource of eternal 
« heart-burning and complaint, ſometimes pro- 
e ceeding from real cauſes, and ſometimes from 
unfounded jealouſy or inevitable diſappuint- 
« ment. 


i 


Individuals will not have it in their power 
ſo much to interfere in the interior of India, 
if Britiſh merchants, as if foreign, becauſe the 
former muſt be more attached and reſ ponſible 
to the company's adminiftration ; rules more- 
over might be added if requiſite to reſtrict 
them to certain ſpots. Laws make men. 
Moral cauſes operate much more than phy- 
ſical, and the natives now no longer fly from 
a European, or heſitate to become his com- 
petitor in traffic; in ſome ports indeed of 
native powers, the private trader right find 


admiſſion where the company would be ex- 
13 cluded, 
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cluded. The name of company and con- 
We queror is ſynonimous; under the plea of trade 
the company were received in Bengal, and on 
N the Coromandel Coaſt, and they now have 
. * their forts, armies, and territories: Er times 
Danaos etiam dona ferentes, is the maxim of 
the native powers. The letters of Mr. Malet 
and Kennaway introduced in the report of the 
BY ſelect committee as arguments in favor of 
the company, ſtrongly illuſtrate my argument; 
Mr. Malet apprehends awakening the jea- 
. louſy and fu ſuſpicion” of the Mahrattas, and 
Mr. Kennaway obſerves, that the company's 
commercial views would be conftrued into 
« ſome ſiniſter intention by the Nam. The 
company ſhould, I think, bring home their 
tributary inveſtments as they ſhall pleaſe, and 
that the private trade of Alia, as it is called, 
| ſhould be free, if the traders bound them- 
ſelves not to act in any manner to create diſ- 
turbances which is not now eaſy to be done. 
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It will be urged that foreigners will have 
| the advantage of us ſtill, as the duties at 
doe are Þ heavy, and as thoſe in Aſia are 
Deco here? done away* I acknowledge it : but duties 
9:0 47 Pr may ſoon be re-eſtabliſhed in 2 and en- 
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couragements afforded here to make Great 
Britain the emporium. The committee of 
warehouſes, in their maſterly report upon - 
ſugars, wiſely commence with obſerving, 
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« That the only true and ęffectual way in # 
« which Great Britain can be benefited by the 1 
* territorial acquiſitions in India, is through 4 
&« the medium of an extenſive commerce.” 


The Company pay cuſtoms, charges, 
freight and merchandize one million an- 
nually ; every ſhilling ſpent in Great Britain 
comes, ſooner or later, into the public Exche- 
quer; what a loſs muſt be ſuffered if the 
private trade is thrown into a foreign chan- 
nel! Fortunes ought to come home in goods 
and not in paper: the former is intrinſic 
wealth, enriching the ſtate, the other is 
nominal wealth, depreciating the funds, and 
creating a plethoric diſorder. I am of opi- 1 1 LM 
nion, moreover, that a funded debt in 4112 +0 rrinfor q 
would be beneficial, as it would eſtabliſh 2 2A, 1:50 Al 
monied intereſt to counteract the landed ane, 72 A. | 
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r. Hamilton, Secretary of the Treaſury to E Le 1 
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co coin of which he ſtands i in need. 


e 
Public funds anſwer the purpoſe of capi- 
tal, from the eſtimation i in which they are 
uſually held by monied men, and conſe- 
quently from the eaſe and diſpatch with 
which they can be turned into money. 
This capacity of prompt convertibility into 
money, cauſes a transfer of ſtock to be in 


a great number of caſes equivalent to 4 


payment in coin. And where it does not 
happen to ſuit the party who is to receive, 
to accept a transfer of ſtock, the party 
who is to pay, is never at a loſs to find 
elſewhere a purchaſer of his ſtock, who 
wall furniſh him, in lieu of it, with the 


* * 


a Hence in a ſound and ſettled ſtate of 
the public funds, a man poſſeſſed ofa ſum in 
them can embrace any ſcheme of buſineſs, 
which offers, with as much confidence, as 
if he were poſſeſſed of an equal ſum in coin. 
This operation of public funds, as capital, 
is too obvious to be denied. 8 


The motives for granting a transfer of the 


debt from India to Great Britain were, firft, 


* 


* 
= oy give remittances to individuals through the 


Com- 


P23 | 

Company, ta the excluſion of foreigners ; and, 
ſecond! „the faving of intereſt between that 
and eight per cent. Now if the trade with 


Aſia is open to Britiſh merchants, multifari- — 4 


ous channels for private remittances will be 
open, and the firſt motive done away; and if 


bullion i 18 imported into Bengal, the quantity 


of ſpecie will ſoon lower the intereſt, and 
the ſecond motive, viz. difference of intereſt, 
will no longer exiſt. - An accumulating na- 
tional debt, on account of the colonies, ſeems 
almoſt inadmiſſable at any period, but during 
our preſent circumſtances totally ſo. | 


The Company ought to loſe fight of their 
paltry monopolizing gains, and conſider them- 
ſelves as the Sovereigns of one country and as 
the ſubjects of the other. The great duties 
of the firſt character are to render their peo- 
ple happy and proſperous, and the firſt ob- 
ject of the latter character ſhould be to ren- 
der Aſia a benefit to Great Britain. Is not 
the Britiſh merchant in India the only one 
reſtricted by a prohibition ? Is not the foreign 


merchant encouraged ? Does not this alienate -- 


the attachment of your countrymen ? Are 
they worſe than foreigners ? Lord Cornwallis 
* muſt 


( 14 ) 

muſt have regretted that the preſent injurious. 
reſtrictions exiſt. He approved of the fo- 
reign trade becauſe it ſupplied reſources. 
The Company annually drain the country of 
a million and upwards, and how can it ſup- 
port this, without a beneficial commerce ? 
The induſtry of a ſtate conſtitutes its wealth ; 
the induſtry of the ſtate is the cauſe of its 
quiet. Adam Smith recommends commerce 
as it introduces order and good government, 
*« and with them the liberty and ſecurity of 
4 mudividuals, among the inhabitants of a coun- 
« try, who before lived in a continual ſtate of 
&« war with their neighbours, and of ſervile 
* dependancy upon their ſuperiors.” 


Although the Honourable Court, in their 
general letter, has deſcribed the late change 
in the financial and political ſyſtem of Ben- 
gal © as of high importance, involving the moſt 
« momentous intereſis of the Company and of 
« extenſive kingdoms for the preſent and all 
future time, yet is it not adverted to in 
any ſpeech or publication ſince that of the 
Sugar Committee. | 


The landholders no longer attend the le- 


vees of collectors, and hope poſſeſſion from 
his 


( 2s ) 


his ſmile ; or fear expulſion from his frown. > 


They no longer endeavour to ſubvert each 
other by his influence. The native traders 


no longer aſſemble round the collectors court 
to obtain redreſs of impoſitions by Zemin- 


dars. The landholder is fixed for ever, and 
eſtabliſhes himſelf upon his eſtate; he feels 
his independance, and enjoys the patronage 
flowing from under renting, renewing of 
leaſes, &c. and they have lived with little 
obſervation of life, who do not know that 
patronage and power are ſynonimous. If in 
Ireland the Proteſtant aſcendancy could only 
be preſerved by the ſmaller party, who were 
about one third, holding almoſt all the lands 
as well as the offices of fate, confider how 
the influence of the natives. holding all the 
lands, muſt ſooner or later preponderate in 
India, where the Europeans are not more 
than one to a thouſand, unleſs an interme- 
diate claſs of merchants and manufacturers is 
encouraged. Population is increaſing, agri- 
culture advancing, and wealth flowing in, 
and the natives will ſoon become rich. I 
muſt of courſe approve of the new revenue 
ſyſtem, for under Lord Cornwallis's auſpices 


I greatly promoted the perpetual land- tax, 


and 
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SL tf a7 us muſt be benefited by it, and let us avail 


5 ard the abolition of all febdal tolls, duties, 


and impediments ; and previous to this, the 
natives had gradually been impoveriſhed. 
The millions whom Providence has entruſted 


ourſelves of an enriched country, till that day 
comes when we ſhall be obliged to relinquiſh 


it; even then, I hope, the natives will in 


gratitude for this humane meaſure, continue 
the trade to us, and we ſhall enjoy the fatis- 
faction of having improved their underſtand- 


ing and their ſituation. May that day be far 


diſtant! but, as an old ſervant, and as à pro- 
prietor and a Britiſh ſubject, I muſt freely 
Warn you, that any commercial reſtrictions 
threaten to accelerate the ſubverſion of your 
Sbvereignty in the Eaſt. | 

Permit me Tt to mention, that your civil 
ſervants are appointed to principalities, and 


allowed falarics indequate to their truſts ; you 
adhere to mercantile views, and overlook 
thoſe of the ruler. Lord Cornwallis has re- 
commended, that the revenue board ſhould 


have allowances equal to the commercial ; Sir 
John Shore has adviſed it, and ſhortly after 


my arrival, I preſumed to remind the honor- 


able. 


„ 


able court; yet the diſproportion exiſts. The. 
number of your collectors and judges ſhould 
be augmented, and their falaries raiſed, that 
they may have a zeal in your ſervice, and a 
hope of reviſiting their native country; your 
army is deplorably ſtinted in their pay, and 
foreign ſervice, deſpondence or diſaffectio 
muſt impreſs their minds ; they are not allow 
ed even to come home on half-pay to ſee 
their friends. Can a civil or military ſervant « «. .. 
acquire any thing in India advantageous to 

him for this country but wealth? his merit? | 
and demerits are rarely known, or if known, | 
more rarely noticed; a general odium has 
been thrown upon all who return from Afias - 1 
to avoid perſecution rather than to gain honor 1 
muſt be their object. We are daily exulting 
in our proſperity, we are continually ſtating 
the revenues of Oud and Benares, -of opium, 
falt, &c. and yet fix years of proſecution have 
been bringing the grey hairs of long ſervice 
with ſorrow to the grave. 


Your commercial ſervants and free mer» Y.,,., 
chants all murmur at reſtrictions, and the 1 
natives of India will join in complaint; 1 .\ 
warn you againſt monopoly, for it will be the, _ N 
toreh=>. , 
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torch to ſet the whole country in a flame, 
When one man gave his evidence in the 
Houſe of Commons predicting the loſs of 
255 1 it created diſbelief. May my opi- 


E.. : nion not meet with the ſame reception or the 
2 ame verification. I have read Mr. Dundas's 


4 


. of the 24th inſt. and heſitate not to 
n chat it has afforded me inex- 
feſſible ſatisfaction. The claims of all are 

e. now heard, the rights of all are now diſcuf]- 


42 2 and the intereſts of all are now recan- 
ciling. I wiſh that Lord Cornwallis was now 


Dy irrived, that able, that juſt man, that ſupe- 

225 being, namgus erit ile mib ſemper 
eng; he would, 1 am almoſt confident, be an 
adrocqte for legaliz ing the preſent illicit com- 


— merce, America has excluded us from her 
ES. 


1 r ing trade, ſhall we for twenty-one years 
1 7e. TA exclude oùr own merchants, and encourage 
|. 2 , hers? She puts prohibitory duties upon our 
| ports into America, we withdraw the du- 
.. 


ies that exiſted upon our exports from Aſia, in 
. 95 few years not 10,000 tons of private ſhip- 


* but 100,000 tons will proceed from 
Aſia. The fortunes of companies ſervants, 


. of Britiſh merchants all come home; they 
eee be conſidered by the legiſlature 1 in an 
a 4. — 2 1 im- 
2 — = Ke - 
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impartial light with the company; inſtead of 
their intereſts being deemed ſeparate, they 
ſhould be viewed as the fame, for all enrich 
their native country : the connection, the 
attachment of all ſhould be excited. The 
tribute of Aſia is a net profit, equally ſo is 
every fortune of the civil and military ſer- 
vants, and of every Britiſh merchant from Afia 
remitted in goods to Great Britain; is a mil- 
lion only to be looked to, and that liable to 
diminution, from diſappointment, from war, 
and from famine. Adam Smith juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that the Eaft Indies offer a market 
% both for the manufaturers of Europe, and 
« for the gold and filver and other produdtions. 
, America, greater and more extenſive than 
« both Europe and America together,” Con- 
fider that you have twenty-five millions in 
Bengal, and perhaps fifteen millions in your 
other territories of induſtrious people: con- 
ſider that labor does not exceed two-pence 
or three-pence per diem: conſider that the 
ſoil requires little cultivation, not any manure, 
and produces almoſt ſpontaneouſly; every 
year your inhabitants are multiplying, and 
vaſt tracts of waſte land bringing into culti- 
vation; aqueducts are cutting in every direc- 

SN tion, 
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tion; in ſhort, what will not be done by mei 


who are ſecured in their poſſeſſions? In the 
report of the committee of warehouſes, an 
extract from the conſultations of Fort Wil- 
liam, dated 1776, ſtates, that ſugar uſed to 
be exported to Bombay, &c. and that in 
twenty years this article brought in to Bengal 
fixty lacs of rupees ; this advantageons trade 
was totally loſt by our own bad management 
of the country in the revenue line as ſove- 
reigns. Iam happy to inform the court, that 
my letters from India, and the oral evidence 
of a ſenſible gentleman juſt arrived, communi- 
cate the renewal of this export to its former 


extent. 


Not long ago, the honorable court of di- 
rectors wrote to the committee of ſugar con- 
ſumers, of which I had the honor to be a 
member, that they were ſatisfied that the 


export of ſugars (if any) was trifling, and 


that ſugar-candy was imported into all parts 
« of India from other countries, and that our 


0 ſanguine ideas were unfounded Now I 


underſtand that the company will receive 
next year four or five thouſand ton. I men- 
tion this only as an inſtance in point of the 


1 riſing 


1 


( ar ) ö 
riſing reſources of India; indeed, the report 1 
abovementioned has truly obſerved, that the WA AE 
* time is arrived,. when both the cultivation Acc <2 
© and commerce of the country are about to . 
* aſſume a more pleaſing appearance. 
The natives are not converting corn fields 

to ſugar cane, and diminiſhing the produce 

of corn, as ſome perſons imagine, but they 

are burning extenſive graſs plains and plough- 

ing them to the increaſe of cotton, of mul- 

berries for filk-worms, of indigo, of wheat, 

barley and rice ; and here let me remark, that 

rice carried from Bengal to Oſtend proves a 

ſaving cargo to thoſe ſhips which are not full a 
freighted. Coffee is planted, and flouriſſes , 
in our territories, and we have hundreds of 2 
cinnamon trees reared by Colonel Kyd from al 
a tree or two which Mr. Haſtings introduced »-< .} 
from Ceylon. The Dutch Chief of Chi- 4 
ſura ſtarted at the fight, when walking in 
the botanical garden. Dean Swift applauds >: 
the man who increaſes a blade of graſs * Mt” 
benefits of theſe invaluable trees will be an- 
nually acknowledged, when the voice of ca- 
lumny is no more. I have dwelt long on — 4 
the future proſperity of Aſia, that you might | 


1 


4 a8 3 
be aware of the conſequences of any ſyſtem | 
for twenty-one years. If the charter ſhall 
Fe be renewed on the preſent terms, ſcarce any 
* Miniſter will venture to infringe it; after a 
late example. Suppoſe any misfortune in the 
Weſt India iſlands, our reſort to Aſia will com- 
penſate. When a war occurs in Aſia, the 
revenues are appropriated to armaments, and 
the inveſtments are diminiſhed, nay the fo- 
reign commerce increaſes, as the Company's 
declines. © In my letters to Mr. Wiſſot I have 
entered at large into the policy of the inter- 
nal commercial management and regulations, 
— P leave to refer thereto. 


. Conc > To conclude. —1I propoſe firſt, that a duty 
® on exports, if not on imports, ſhould be eſta- 


liſhed dia. 
E. bes 


LA 
* _ Secondly, That every encouragement ſhould 


15 2 be given for the import of Aſiatic produce in- 
= Britain for home conſumption and 


|: exportation. 


| 12 Thitdly, That the debt in Afia ſhould be 
2 2. funded there, and not transferred to Leaden- 
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Fourth, That the Company ſhould bring 
home their inveſtments upon the preſent 
ſhipping, or as they pleaſe, but that the Bri- 
tiſh merchant ſhould adopt any mode he may 
prefer of trading to and from Aſia, being 
amenable to the laws. | 


Fifth, That external and internal com- 
merce and manufactures ſhould be encouraged, 
becauſe it will enrich us as Sovereigns, and 
becauſe it will, as Adam Smith obſeryes, 
% introduce order and good government, and 
% with them the ſecurity of individuale, and 
| becauſe it will counteract the influence of 
landholders, by promoting transfers and ſub- 
diviſions of eſtates, and by inducing them 
to expend their money upon luxuries, inſtead 
of ſupporting a number of ſervile dependants. 
In the General Letter of 1784, it is remark- 
ed, that ſome internal commotion annually 
appeared on their records; theſe are attri- 
butable to the old feodal ſyſtem, now done 


away. 


Sixth, 


(('24 ) 
Sixth, That your civil and military officers 
ſhould have greater encouragement. 


11 have now fulfilled my duty, and ſubmit 
my ſentiments to the ſuperior Judgment of 
| the court, 


| a * 2 
in 1 1 4 
if 
* 
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THE Honorable Court of Directors have 
quoted a Letter from a moſt able, liberal, 


commercial Servant, ſtating, “that the 


« Company's inveſtment ſeems the only 
% counterbalance to the debaſement of 
% cloths, which is attributed to the igno- 
* rance and eagerneſs of numerous adven- 
e turers.” The following Letters from a 
Collector expreſs different ſentiments ; the 
truth is, that the Britiſh and foreign Com- 
panies and private Europeans, all exerciſed 
too much authority for their own ends 
upon the firſt acquiſition of power, but 
Lord Cornwallis has prevented prejudicial 
coercive meaſures. The fineſt manufactures 
were in India, during the Mogul govern- 
ment, and not introduced by us. If pri- 
vate traders purchaſe injudiciouſly, they 
will ſoon correct their error, but if the So- 
vereign ſhall exclude all competition, the 
weaver muſt be at his mercy. If the 
King of Great Britain, wiſhing to mono- 
polize the trade in hard- ware, ſhould de- 
pute an agent to Birmingham, and require 


that the manufacturers ſhould work for 
D him 


* * 
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him on his own terms, and exclude pri- 

vate traders becauſe they purchaſed inju- 
diciouſly,, how long would that town and 
its induftrious inhabitants proſper ? 


* 


To JOHN STABLES, Eſq; 
PRESIDENT, '&c. MEMBERS OF THE 
BoaRD or REVENUE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IA honored with your letter under date 
the 5th of September, incloſing © Regulations 
for the Honorable Company's Weavers.” 


As a Collector intruſted with a large reve- 
nue, as a Judge preſiding over a numerous 
ſociety, as a Servant of a liberal Government, 
I ſhould betray my duty, if I ſupprefled my 
ſentiments upon this intereſting ſubject.— 
But theſe Regulations being iſſued with the 


formality 


(27 )- 


formality of printing, I feel peculiar em- 
barraſſment. | 


Deference to my Superiors, prompts me to 


an anxious delicacy of expreſſion, whilſt rea- 


ſon diftates the language of *perſpicuity. 


Arguments feebly urged, may fail to pro- 


duce a reviſion of ſo decided a meaſure, and 
I may betray juſtice, if I permit my feelings 


to ſupercede my judgment. 


Conſcious of the neceſſity which occaſions 


this intruſion, and relying upon your ex- 


perienced candor, 1 truſt that ſincerity of 


remark will never bear the. conſtruction of 
diſreſpect. 


The following is an abſtract of the mate- 
rial articles. 


The ad prohibits any judicial proceſs 
for debt or revenue againſt any manufac- 
turer or commercial dependant; but the 
zd article requires the creditor or collec- 
tor to apply to the commercial Reſidents, 
and if unredreſſed, the judicial Courts may 

D 2 0 iſſue 
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iſſue ſummons, through the commercial 
Reſident, but further no proviſion is 


made. 


b The Ath n the above ofrcrſs, in 


cc 


cc 


caſes of breach of peace, or other miſde- 
meanor. 


6 The 6th 1 the commercial Re- 


cc 


ſident or Aſſiſtant to ſummons any perſon. 


* under the denomination of a manufac- 
«' turer from any diſtance. 


« The 7th denounces puniſhment and pe- 


“ nalties againſt any obſtruction to the ad- 
% miſſion of the commercial department. | 


% The 8th probibits manufacturers from 


« engaging with other traders, whilſt the com- 
* mercial ſervants chooſe to retain them. 


« The 14th orders a liſt of manufacturers 


<< to be weekly publiſhed by the commercial 


6 - agent. 


The 17th defines the mode of redreſs 


wy againſt the commercial agents and ſervants, 


" who 


5 


4 


a) 
« who may have forced engagements or pay 
* at a leſs price, vig. Complaint to be made 


« to. the commercial Reſidents, and if un- 


4 redreſled,. the party may apply to the Col- 
« -leftor, who may write to the commercial 
% Reſident, and after receiving his anſwer, 
5 on the one hand diſmiſs the ſuit ; but on 
© the other, tranſmit his correſpondence to 
&«& the Preſidency, and if the weavers are diſ- 
5 ſatisfied they may delegate ten to the ins 
« fidency.” _ 155 e 

Avoiding the preſumption of a particular 
comment upon each article, the-general ef- 
fects appear to my mind; ſeli-evident. The 
zemindars and farmers will ſhun all engage 
ments with manufacturers, being debarred 
recovery of revenue, but by application 70 4 


party concerned; and the manufacturers u 


rejeet the advances of the company's agents 
from whom they are denied emancipation. 


J have ever found the natives actuated by 


the ſame motives which influence mankind. 


Diſtruſt damped. exertion, whilſt confidence 
excited induſtry, 


The 


-.-m 


. 

The company in the double capacity of 
ſovereign and merchant, have diſtinct objects. 
In the former they ſhould render every de- 
feription of ſubjects amenable to eſtabliſned 
aws; in the latter, /hey ſhould purchaſe fairly, 


without any other influence than ſuperior 5 


credit. 


In the foregoing regulations, article 18, it 


is ordered, that © free weavers. ſhould apply 
* againſt free traders for redreſs, in the de- 


&« wanny adawlut,” and this appears to be the 
fimple and only mode which ſhould be pre- 
feribed to all. If the manufacturer fails in 
his engagements, the adawlut will decree 


| coſts, and a few examples will deter ; but 


whilſt theſe indefinite irregular adminiſtra- 
tions exiſt, the, whole attention of the board 
will be required to peruſe controverſial cor-. 
reſpondences, and multifarious references from 
collectors. ä 


The inveſtment is at preſent provided by 
contract: the name of the company is there- 
fore Chai introduced ; the minutia of 


pur- 


n 
purchaſing from weavers, &c. belong to the 
contractors, who calculating upon the market 
price, and probable riſe and fall, give in their 
propoſals accordin gly, and forfeit a penalty 
pon failure. 


manufacturers were protected by an ęſta- 
bliſhed court, they would avail tbemſelves of the 
rights of humanity, and ſell to the beſt, bidder ; 
their numbers would increaſe, and ſubſe- 
quently the price ef goods would lower, as 
the proportion of ſellers multiplied upon that 
of the purchaſers. 


A ſenſible author on the wealth of nations 
has demonſtrated, that the riches of a nation 
are its quantum of labor ; every rupee paid 
for manufacturers is ultimately expended for 
grain, and from the ryot through the farmer 
reverts to the treaſury. 


If theſe ſuggeſtions operate equally vpon 
your minds, I hope that they may be fub- 
mitted to the peruſal of the honorable governor - 

general 


3 
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general wig! council, with the introduQtory 
8 20 "of eu recommendation. 


14 am, with reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) TroMas Law, 
08. 4, 116. Collector. 


\ 


To JOHN STABLES, Eſq; 


PRESIDENT, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
REVENUE BOARD. 


Fort William. 
GENTLEMEN, | 


I Ap the honor to addreſs you under date 
the 4th of October, immediately upon receipt 
of the printed regulations for weavers, 


Laſt year I was obnoxious to the repreſen - 
tations of the then contractor, Mr. Perney, 
and with pain I foreſee the inevitable reſult 
of the preſent publication, I remain a tacit 

ſpectator 
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pectator of the conſequences, my revenues will 
fail; if I interfere, I am expoſed to complaints 


for obſtrutling the buſineſs of the honorable com- 


pany. I will not preſume to ſtate which con- 
duct will moſt eſſentially promote their in- 
tereſts, or again intrude with a needleſs re- 
petition of my ſentiments. Happy ſhould I 
deem myſelf, did not my duty neceſſitate me 
to claim your attention to the encloſed letter 
from Mr. Sumner, and to requeſt your direc- 
tions whether or not to publiſh the advertiſe- 
ment tranſmitted by that gentleman. Every 
material ſubject had been canvaſſed and ad- 
juſted; all was quietly progreſſive; but now 
with uneaſi neſs I prepare for multitudinous 
references and certain relapſe. Impreſſed with 
a full ſenſe of the flattering teſtimonies of ap- 
probation I have lately received, I ſhould be 
ſorry, (by whatever means effected) to ſtate 
my diſtrict in arrears. 
I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
With great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) TroMas Law, 


Cya, Dec, 7, 1786. Collector. 
E 
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To THOMAS LAW, Efq; 


CoLLECTOR or RoTass, &c. 


SIR, 
Lotta JuTMurL is Gomaſtah appointed 
for making purchaſes at the Cortey of ichun- 
abad on the honorable company's account: 
and I am moſt earneſtly to requeſt you will 
give him that countenance recommended by 
the right honorable governor general and - 
council in their printed regulations of September 
laſt. And as the weavers have been accuſ- 
tomed to receive pervannas from collectors 
of the revenue to ure them of ſuch counte- 
nance, I hope you will iſſue one of the form 
incloſed, or to its purport : for the weavers 


have abſulutely refuſed to furniſh cloths without 
ſome ſuch orders. 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your very obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) Joun SUMNER, 


Paina, Nov. 6, 1786, Commercial Chief. 


Be 


„ 


Be it known to the Aumils, Lezawuls, Ze- 
mindars, Chowdries, and Canangoes of the 
Pergunnahs, Tekarry, Chynpore and Saſſu- 
rum ; the Aurungs of Ichanabad, Darodnagur, 
&c. of Sarcar, Behar and Rotaſs, are opened 
for the purchaſe of cloths for the Company, 
agreeable to the orders of the Honorable Go- 
vernor General and Supreme Council, and 
that Gomaſtahs are deputed to each Aurung 
and Pergunnah, they will buy cloths ;- you 
therefore muſt injoin your officers that the 
weavers, aſſamys, head manufacturers and 
delols, tranſactors, &c. attending upon the 
Gomaſtahs, deliver to them cloths by monthly 
inſtalments, according t9 former cuſtom, agree- 
able to the Company's mujters, and receive the 
proper price from the Gomaſtahs that the Com- 
pany's inveſtment may be timely provided. 


A true tranſlate. 


(Signed) THoMas Law. 
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To JOHN SUMNER, Eſq; 


CoOMMERICAL CHIEF. 
Patna. 


SIR, 


I am honored with your letter of the 
26th ult. complaining that the weavers refuſe 


to furniſh cloths without an order from me. 


Information had previouſly reached me of 


your advertiſement, which had created a ge- 


neral alarm among the weavers, The publi- 
cation you now defire from me requires the- 
proviſion of cloths according to former cuſtom. 


I ſubmit to your peruſal copy and tranſlate 
of Adawleet proceedings, wherein the Gomaſ- 
lab acknowledges himſelf the appraiſer of his 
own purchaſes ; wherein it is depoſed that he 
exatts Tullabanch (or mul& under the name 
of Peons wages,) and takes the cloths at à price 
much leſs than that of the market. 


Hl Uith 


| CI 
With theſe circumſftances-repeatedly proved to 
me, Jam convinced, that your opinion will 
juſtify my declining the uſe of mdefinite terms, 
which would bear a conſtruction tantamount 
to an authority for a renewal of the foregoing 
grievances. I am fully aſſured of your liberal 
Intentions, which the weavers themſelves ac- 
knowledge, but when numerous delegates are 
armed with power to purchaſe, unamenable to 
Adawluts, and with the confirmation of my 
Perwannah, it is not natural to expect that 
they will forſake former habits. 


Not a complaint has been received by me 
againſt private merchants, though the weavers 
are conſtantly employed either for /ale of pub- 
lic markets, or for native purchaſers, and unleſs 
they received an inferior price, or ſuffered 
hardſhips from the Gomaſtahs, I am at a /ofs 
to account for their reluctance to manufacture 
for them ; ſtudious, however, to avoid the 
leaſt deviation from the regulations of the 

Honorable Board, I ſhall immediately requeſt 
directions upon this ſubject; in the interim 
I have the honor to encloſe copy of my cor- 
reſpondence with Mr. Perney, and if the 

Perwannas then circulated to my Aumils be 

agree- 


4 


E 
agreeable, upon being favored with the name 
of the preſent Contractor, 1 wall NOTE 
iſſue ane f 9007 g 4 


In repett. to the A of b Tullubanch, 
permit me -to recommend its aboltzon. 1 
prohibited the cuſtom when Fudge of the Patna 
Adawlut, and received the ſanction. of the 
Honorable Board; my reaſons for the mea- 
ſure are ſubſcribed in this extract from my 
letter. Should the Mohuflils abuſe their 
<6 authority over the helpleſs Ryot, and ex- 
« act more than diet-money, he is almoſt 
excluded from redreſs. The difficulty of 
« proof, the apparent inſignificance of the 
* ſum, the natural partiality of the maſter of 
the ſervant, the obnaxious ſituation of the 
« defaulter i in confinement, the meanneſs of 
« his figure, the obſcurity .of his language 
« and complaint, with every other cauſe that 
% ſhould plead loudly: in his behalf, are 
rather motives of repugnancy.” 

SIR, 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) TromMas Law, 
Ga, 6th. Dec. 1786. ä Collector. 
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To the COLLECTOR of RorTas. 


S IR, 
| | 
WE have received your letters of the 4th 


October and 7th inſtant, upon the ſubject of 


the regulations lately publiſhed for the Com- 
pany's weavers. 


As it does not appear to us, that the tenor 
of theſe regulatiogs rendered it obligatory 
upon you to iſſue the Perwanna ſolicited by 
the commercial Chief at Patna, we approve 
of the motives by which your conduct has 
been guided in declining to comply with his 
application. 


We have addreſſed the Right Honorable 
the Governor General and Council upon the 
ſubject of the regulations in queſtion ; whoſe 
directions ſhall be communicated to you, when 
receiyed. F 


. We are, &c. 
26th Dec. 1726, 


Lord Cornwallis annulled theſe regula- 
tions, 
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